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As we observe National Adoption Month, we honor the loving embrace 
of adoptive families and the affirming role of adoption in the lives of 
American families and our country. Let us all commit to supporting 
our children in any way that we are able—whether opening our hearts 
and homes through adoption, becoming foster parents to provide qual-
ity temporary care to children in crisis, supporting foster and adoptive 
families in our communities and places of worship, mentoring young 
people in need of guidance, or donating time to helping children in 
need. Working together, we can shape a future of hope and promise 
for all of our Nation’s children. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Novem-
ber 2010 as National Adoption Month. I call upon all Americans to ob-
serve this month by answering the call to find homes for every child 
in America in need of a permanent and caring family, as well as to 
support the families who care for them. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day 
of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8598 of November 5, 2010 

Veterans Day, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On Veterans Day, we come together to pay tribute to the men and 
women who have worn the uniform of the United States Armed 
Forces. Americans across this land commemorate the patriots who 
have risked their lives to preserve the liberty of our Nation, the fami-
lies who support them, and the heroes no longer with us. It is not our 
weapons or our technology that make us the most advanced military 
in the world; it is the unparalleled spirit, skill, and devotion of our 
troops. As we honor our veterans with ceremonies on this day, let our 
actions strengthen the bond between a Nation and her warriors. 

In an unbroken line of valor stretching across more than two centuries, 
our veterans have charged into harm’s way, sometimes making the ulti-
mate sacrifice, to protect the freedoms that have blessed America. 
Whether Active Duty, Reserve, or National Guard, they are our Na-
tion’s finest citizens, and they have shown the heights to which Ameri-
cans can rise when asked and inspired to do so. Our courageous troops 
in Iraq, Afghanistan, and around the globe have earned their place 
alongside previous generations of great Americans, serving selflessly, 
tour after tour, in conflicts spanning nearly a decade. 

Long after leaving the uniform behind, many veterans continue to serve 
our country as public servants and mentors, parents and community 
leaders. They have added proud chapters to the story of America, not 
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only on the battlefield, but also in communities from coast to coast. 
They have built and shaped our Nation, and it is our solemn promise 
to support our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines, and Coast Guards-
men as they return to their homes and families. 

America’s sons and daughters have not watched over her shores or her 
citizens for public recognition, fanfare, or parades. They have pre-
served our way of life with unwavering patriotism and quiet courage, 
and ours is a debt of honor to care for them and their families. These 
obligations do not end after their time of service, and we must fulfill 
our sacred trust to care for our veterans after they retire their uniforms. 

As a grateful Nation, we are humbled by the sacrifices rendered by our 
service members and their families out of the deepest sense of service 
and love of country. On Veterans Day, let us remember our solemn ob-
ligations to our veterans, and recommit to upholding the enduring 
principles that our country lives for, and that our fellow citizens have 
fought and died for. 

With respect for and in recognition of the contributions our service 
men and women have made to the cause of peace and freedom around 
the world, the Congress has provided (5 U.S.C. 6103(a)) that November 
11 of each year shall be set aside as a legal public holiday to honor 
our Nation’s veterans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim November 11, 2010, as Veterans 
Day. I encourage all Americans to recognize the valor and sacrifice of 
our veterans through appropriate public ceremonies and private pray-
ers. I call upon Federal, State, and local officials to display the flag of 
the United States and to participate in patriotic activities in their com-
munities. I call on all Americans, including civic and fraternal organi-
zations, places of worship, schools, and communities to support this 
day with commemorative expressions and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day 
of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8599 of November 8, 2010 

World Freedom Day, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The Berlin Wall once stood as a painful barrier between family and 
friends, a dark symbol of oppression and stifled liberties. On November 
9, 1989, in a powerful affirmation of freedom, Germans from both sides 
of the wall joined to tear down the hated blockade. World Freedom 
Day commemorates the end of this icon of division; celebrates the cou-
rageous resolve of individuals who insisted upon a better future for 
themselves and their country; and marks the reunification of a city, a 
nation, and a people. This cherished day also calls upon us to reflect 
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